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Ray Wilson - Change

Country of Origin: | UK
Format: cD

Record Label: Inside Out
Catalogue IOMCD 123
Year of Release: |2003

Time: 4114

Info: Ray Wilson
Samples: MP3 sample

Tracklist: Iniro (0.26), Goodbye Baby Blue (3.56), Ghangs (4.09), Along The Way (3.39), Yesterday
{3.31), Beach (3.28), Qy if Vou Want To (3.26), Beautiful Ghid {2.57), She Fades Away (3.34), | Look
For You There (0.5, Believe (3.03), Ancther Day (3.45), The Last Horzon (4.12)

Bart's Review

I's hard to think of this as Ray Wilsor's debut album. after all he's been around for quite some fime.
‘Soored 3 workdwide hit with hardrock band Stiltskin, with the single insid. He then moved on to
replsce one Phil Colins in a small unknawn band called Genesis. and was subssquently unjustly
blamed for the demise of that band

Ray went on to form the band Gut with his brother Steve {no, not “that* Steve Wilson), with which
they had some sucoess in Germany.

Last year we reviewed the excellent album Live And Acousti, which was recorded at 3 successful
‘Soottish pub tour in Ray 6 in 2000, and earlier this year he scored a miner Fit with Dutch DJ Armin
van Buuren, with the sang Yt Anather Cay.

Sa since 1554 Ray Wiison has moved from hard rock 10 prog 1o pop 10 acoustic to dance... So how
doss that transizte 1o = so album? Cuite simpk: something completely different again! Actuslly
you can compare it o the first solo outing by Damian Wilson (what's with that sumame anyway®?).
whose soko album was completely different from his work with Landmarg (neoprog) and Threshokd
(progmetal). Not that these two Wilsons sound similar, but the expefisnce is simir.
On this slbum Ray plays most instruments himself (guitar, bsss gutsr, mouth organ, piano snd
strings) and he is helped onos again by his brother Steve (guitar and backing vocals) as well as
singer Amanda Lyon - both had aiso contributed on the Live and Acoustic slbum

ere's 2 whole range of guest musicians 100, most notably Caling AT Statians drummer Nir Z (on all
tracks but twe) and Alan Parsons / Fish bassist David Paton

Michazl Stipes (REM) uses o make good songs inte 3 great ones, whike She Fades Away has 2 very
A s e o it e S et
oi - the most atmospheric track. Whie Believe has 3 grest lyric and a classic
slngev‘inngmmev vibe, with Wilson's vocals just standing sbove an acoustic guitar and harmonica.

With his hands aiso on the production, Wikson has kept 3 very gentie touch on the controls - resisting
the temptation to fill out the sound. Instead letting the songs stand en their oun two feet.

T B A S I BT 2 I e S T
Kip Winger with a bit of Bryan Adams). With a bit of airplay this coukd

mainstream. My personal favourite, is Anather Doy which matehes Kip Winger in its mmspemwe
questoning tone but with the added attraction of the melodic louch of Mike Tramp. A masterful piece
of simple songiting

Yesterday is a bit tog Fairpart Convention ok pop far my tastes and without the three
instrumentsl interiuds, it does clock in a ittie Short - at under 40 minutes, Howsver, overal | can
say that Ray Wikon will now and again make 3 very weloome "Change” to my normal istening

Winston's Review

When Ray Wikson, formerly active in Stiltskin and Genesis, retumed to the music soene last yesr
with the five and scoustic album Live And ACOUSIE fecorded at the famous Edinburgh Festival, | was
giad. He has that kind of voio that has 3 own unique sound and shoukd be heard more. His career
Could easily have been a ot more huge by now when Genesis woukd have persisted and made 2
‘second album. It wasr't meant 10 be as we all know by now. The aooustic tour Ray Wikson did in
2001 2nd 2002 led the way o record this album Change and it is the first studio album since Genesis’
Galling Al Stations (1557).

After a short intro Goodbye Baby Blue walks in and the stmasphere is sst immediatly. Ray stays on
the acoustic path he firmly set foot on. This song reminds me strongly of Nof About Uss, on of the
highiights of Galling AT Stations. Ray's Voice is STONger than ever, he Sings with great passion about
love and life, throughout the album. Athough the acoustic guitar is used in every song, mainly by
Ray's brother Steve Wilson {co-songwriter) the songs have a warm and full soundscape; rums,
keyboards, percussion, clarinet, acoordion and violin played by vanous friends, Genesis drummer
Nir Z is one of them. Amanda Lysn is doing backing vocals again. Steve and Amanda are in the
band that Ray took on the road recently.

The titietrack Change woukd be a grest single, with hit potential even! The MTV people and fans were
able to see and hear Ray in Tranoe/Dance D Armin van Buuren's remix of Anather Doy called Yet

Anather Day, & caichy pece of work. IFs 2 very clever mave to put Anather Day on this album 100,
It differs from the Live And Acoustic version, re-arcanged and a bit different hook and | ike it very
much. Other highlights are Beach, a very intimate song, iy If You Want To, Beaufiful Ghid (notice

The Beatles/ ELQ drumsound) and The Last Horzon 2 Stiltskin-styled song.

One thing has to be s3id though. but | don't think it i 2 negative thing. The general mood of the
‘slbum s very dark and somefimes even depressing. Together with the beautiful artwork (a sure thing
with Inside: Out releses) these emotions are emphasized and paint a dark pioture. A concept that
works well with Ray’s voioe which really comes to fruition on Change. Hopefully Wilson's career can
pick up where he left of  in 1338 when Genesis disbanded but it my eyes and ears he akeady did
If's great o have another great voice back in business.

(The Digipack edition contains thies bonustracks, an instrumental and two other grest songs, Dark
‘and Cool Water).

Conelusion:

Bart Jan van der Vorst - 8- out of 1
Ed Sander - Refrained from giving 2 Rating

Andy Read - 8 out of 10
Winston Arntz -3 out of 10




